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Booklet 1:  Tips and Sample Questions 

 

The lessons in this booklet are designed to help you be successful on the 

OSSLT. Your teachers will lead you through these practice lessons in your 

classes. If you miss a practice session, the lessons can also be completed 

independently. 

     Good Luck from the Literacy Team!  
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Managing Multiple Choice Questions 

  KCSS, 2012 – Adapted from YRDSB OSSLT Materials 

 

Multiple-choice questions consist of three parts: 

• a stem (which asks a question, poses a problem, or presents an incomplete 

sentence) 

• a number of "distracters" or interesting alternatives 

• the correct or best answer 

 

Your task is to identify the correct or the best answer from among the given 

alternatives. 

 

* When responding to multiple-choice questions, practise the following strategies: 

 

1. Cross out any answers that are obviously wrong.  This will reduce your options and make 

it easier to select the best answer. 

2. Question options that are totally unfamiliar to you. 

3. Question options that contain negative or absolute words – ie: always, completely, never. 

4. Think carefully about “echo” alternatives.  If two alternatives are opposite each other, 

chances are one of them is correct. If two alternatives seem correct, compare them for 

differences, then refer to the stem to find your best answer. 

5. Read the question carefully and think of an answer before you see your choices. Read 

the choices to see if your answer is there. If so, it is probably right. Read the other 

answers quickly to be certain. 

6. If your answer is not one of the choices, read all the choices carefully and start to 

eliminate choices. 

7. When you narrow your choices to two, go back and re-read the question, try each answer 

with the question to see which one makes most sense. 

8.  If the multiple choice questions are based on a reading selection, do not rely on your 

memory, especially if you think that more than one answer is a possibility.  Re-read part 

or all of the reading selection to help you choose.  

9. If the multiple-choice questions are based on a reading selection and the options are 

names, events, dates, or numbers, you must re-read the passage carefully to find the 

correct information.  

10.  If you are stumped about a word, look at it closely.  Are there parts of the word 

that you recognize from other words? Use your knowledge of vocabulary to help 

you make a good guess about meaning and then go back and re-read to see if the 

word you are thinking of fits in this situation. Does it make sense?  

11.  Don’t second-guess yourself. If you make an educated guess the first time 

around, don’t go back and start changing your answers around. 

12.  Keep an eye on the clock to give yourself time to attempt every question. 
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Reading Informational Text: Real Life Narrative 

 

Before Reading 

 

 Set a purpose for reading. Ask yourself why you are reading this particular text. 
 

 Look over the text to see which elements appear (such as headings, subheadings, illustrations and 
captions, etc.).  These are helpful to the process of “making meaning” of the text. 

 

 Examine the titles, headings, and subheadings, and scan for words that stand out. 
 

 Look for words and phrases that might give you clues about how the information is organized. 
 

 Read any overviews, summaries or questions. In a shorter piece, read the opening and concluding 
sentences or paragraphs. 

 

 Examine each illustration and read the titles or captions. 
 

 Recall what you already know about the topic. 
 

 Record some questions you might have about the topic. 

 

 

During Reading 

 

 Divide the reading task into smaller chunks (chunking the text into paragraphs, chunking sections 
by sub-headings, etc.). Read a chunk, pause and think about what you read, and write a brief one-
sentence summary or brief point-form notes to help you remember important and interesting 
information. 

 

 Read once quickly, then a couple of more times, slowly. Skim the sections you think will support 
your finding of details relevant to the tasks in this section. When you find specific information you 
want, highlight it.  You may need to reread the passage several times. 

 

 Read the selection, highlight key words and phrases, and jot down thoughts and questions that 
occur to you. 

 

 

After Reading 

 

 Extend your thinking, by making connections to what you already know about the topic. How 
does the information you have read add to or alter what you knew about the topic? 

 

 Refer to the text to find evidence to support your response to the text.  

 
 

Adapted from “Think Literacy – Cross-Curricular Approaches Grades 7-12”  
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OSSLT Tip!  Read the header at the top of the page.  It states what skill is being evaluated – focus on it! 

Sentence Fragments: 
Sentences with Missing Parts 

              

Sentence fragments are incomplete sentences because they are missing a 

necessary part of the sentence.  Sentence fragments often look like regular sentences 

because they begin with a capital letter and end with a period. Study the examples below 

to see if you can identify the correction needed – what is missing? 

Example:    Ran like the wind, towards the finish line. 
(Who “ran like the wind?”  This is a fragment because it is missing the subject of 

the sentence.)  

 

Example: By the time Thomas found out how little money he had.  

(What happens when “Thomas found out he had little money”?  This is a 

fragment because it is missing the main action of the sentence.) 

 

 

Activity:   Study the pairs of “sentences” listed below, and identify the one that is a 

sentence fragment.  Indicate your choice by writing “S” beside the sentence and “F” 

beside the fragment.  Good luck! 

1.          Finding a parking space is usually easy during the week.    

             Driving in the city during the morning rush hour. 

 

2.          When Shane borrowed Stephanie’s car Saturday night. 

             The twenty-year-old looked out of place next to the other students. 

 

3.           While living there, he made very few friends. 

              After he went to all the trouble of fixing up his apartment. 

 

4.            By the time Gina found out how expensive the painters would be. 

               After getting three estimates, she decided to do the painting herself. 

 

5.            Because she didn’t want to tell where she had bought that strange dress. 

               We finally realized that she had sewn the dress on her own.  

 

Your score:          /5  
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                                                                            OSSLT Tip – Even though this is a Multiple Choice Question, 

                      it is focusing on writing skills!     
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Short Writing Tasks 

Writing Task: What do I have to do? 
 

Examine the exemplar question in the textbox below.  It is a sample question from a 

former OSSLT. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What information in the question helps us to know how to answer the question? 

 Highlight or underline key words and useful information.  

 Don’t forget to look at BOTH the instructions and the question. 

 What does the amount of space provided tell you? 

 What format should the answer take? 

 How long should the answer be? 

 What should the topic be? 

 Do you need to offer support for your answer?  What kind of support? 

 What can you use from the question to help you to form your answer? 

 How will you be sure to know what you want to say? 

 Write YOUR response in the ANSWER BOOKLET pg. 9 

Short Writing Task (Answer in full and correctly written sentences.) 
 

What is the best advice you have ever given to someone?  Use specific details to explain your answer. 

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

DO NOT WRITE IN THIS AREA 

ANSWER BOOKLET – PAGE 9 
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How is the short writing task marked? 

 

 

 

From released EQAO Educator Resources www.eqao.com 

http://www.eqao.com/


14 | P a g e  
 

 

Sample Answer  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Be an OSSLT marker: 

1. Is the response area left blank?  _____ 

2. Is the response legible?  _____ 

3. Is it on topic?  _____ Proof:  ___________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

4. Are the ideas and information: 

a. Clear?  _____  Give an example: ____________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

b. Specific?  _____ Give an example:  __________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

c. Relevant?  _____ Give an example:  _________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

 

 

From released EQAO Educator Resources www.eqao.com 

http://www.eqao.com/
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Essential Information  

 Who? 

 What? 

 When? 

 Where? 

 Why? 

 How? 
  

 

 
Background 

Information 

Quotations 

Additional Details 

 

Remember: 

 

 develop the story 
based on the 
headline and 
photograph 

 write in the past 
tense 

 identify key people 
and places in the 
lead 

 write an  “attention 
grabbing” lead 
sentence  

 write in short 
paragraphs 

 maintain a formal 
tone 

  

LEAD 

SENTENCE 

INFER THE DETAILS OF THE NEWS REPORT BY CONNECTING 

THE HEADLINE AND THE PHOTOGRAPH! 

 Who is in the photograph? 

 What is happening in the photograph? 

 Where and when did the incident or event happen? 

 Why did the incident or event happen? 

 How did the incident or event happen? 
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News Report Exemplar  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I think this exemplar is a Code _____. 

 

I think this because: 

 

To improve this draft the writer could: 
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BE AN ACTIVE READER! 

PRACTISE THESE COMPREHENSION STRATEGIES AS YOU READ! 

 

 

CODE FOR COMPREHENSION  
 
*     beside a statement or section of the text you think is important 

?     beside a statement or section of the text which you find confusing 

!      beside a statement or section of the text which surprises you  

+     beside a statement or section of the text with which you agree 

 

When you have finished reading the selection go back and place  

**   beside the statement or section of the text you think is the most important 
TALK TO THE TEXT or MARK THE TEXT  
 

1. Know what you are looking for as you read.  Are you looking for the answer to a 

question?  Do you need to summarize what you have read?  Will you be writing 

about something you are reading?  

2. Engage in a dialogue with the text by marking it with questions, comments, 

observation, etc. as you read 

3. Use highlighters, sticky notes, pen or pencil to help you “make meaning” of the text 

as you are engaged in the reading 

MONITOR YOUR READING AND USE “FIX-UP” STRATEGIES WHEN YOU 
GET LOST OR STUCK  
 
When you notice that you have lost the meaning of the reading: 
 

 Go back and reread.   

 Read ahead to clarify meaning. 

 Identify what it is you don’t understand: word, sentence or concept. 

 If it is a word, read beyond it and see if its meaning is clarified later in the text, or 

think about the content so far and predict what word might make sense,  If those 

approaches don’t work, ask someone what it means or look it up in a dictionary.   

 Read to the end of a sentence to provide greater context for decoding single words.  

 Reread the sentence to double-check understanding of meaning and syntax to help 

in decoding words. 
SUMMARIZE AS YOU READ 
 

 underline the topic sentence in the introductory paragraph 

 underline the topic sentence in the rest of the paragraphs 

 make a point form note in the margin for each paragraph   

 use these notes to write a summary paragraph of the main idea in the reading 
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TIPS FOR WRITING A SERIES OF PARAGRAPHS  

SUPPORTING AN OPINION   

Before Writing:  

 Read the prompt carefully. 

 Determine your opinion about the issue.   

 Use the Rough Notes to prepare a brief outline of your essay.  Make point form notes and 

generate specific examples you can use to support your opinion. 

 

During Writing:  

 State your opinion clearly in one sentence. 

Example Prompt: Should students have homework? 

 

Examples of One Sentence Statement of your opinion:    

 

Students should have homework because doing homework helps students to 

learn and to become more responsible. 

OR 

Students should not have homework because they should have the time and 

opportunity to develop other interests such as sports or hobbies.  

 

 Write an introductory paragraph to state your opinion and provide an outline of your 

argument. 

 Write body paragraphs to develop your argument and support your opinion. 

 Refer to your rough notes and introductory paragraph to make sure you stay on topic 

and use sufficient, relevant examples to support your opinion. 

 Write a concluding paragraph to summarize your opinion and your main arguments. 

 Connect sentences and paragraphs with the use of transition words.  (Examples: also, 

in addition to, secondly, finally, etc.) 

 

After Writing: 

 Ensure that you have written in complete sentences, using correct grammar, spelling 

and punctuation. 

 Reread your essay and check for CUE (outlined below). 

Ask yourself these questions: 

Coherence –  Is my meaning clear? 

     Can my reader follow my argument? 

   Unity –  Is everything in my essay relevant to my argument? 

     Is it all on topic? 

   Emphasis – Have I stated my opinion forcefully? 

Have I used language effectively to persuade and convince my 

reader? 
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Transition or Linking Words 

 

Transition words, when used properly, help readers better understand your work. Your thoughts 

and ideas are connected through the use of well-placed transition words. They help to organize 

and clarify the sequence or order of your writing. 

Consider using some of the following transition words in your responses: 

 

 

  

 
Cause and Effect 

 
 

as a result                          since 
consequently                    therefore    
for this reason                  moreover 
however 
in addition 
in other words 

 
 

Compare and Contrast 
 
 

also                                     however 
although                            like  
but                                     on the other hand 
by contrast                       similarly    
compared with (to)       still 
different from                 yet 
even though 

Examples and Emphasis  

again                                 in addition 
and                                    in particular 
besides                             since 
for example                    specifically 
for instance                    such as 

 
 

Order or Sequence 
 
 

to begin with                  finally 
first                                   in conclusion 
then                                  most importantly 
secondly                          next 
thirdly                              lastly 

 
 

Relationship of Time 
 
 
 

before                               next 
once                                  meanwhile 
now                                   at the same time 
during                              finally 
after 
later 

 
Space/Location 

ahead                                beside 
around                              beyond 
behind                               inside 
below                                underneath   



25 | P a g e  
 

 

  



26 | P a g e  
 

Series of Paragraphs Supporting an Opinion 

Exemplar  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I think this exemplar is a Code _____. 

 

I think this because: 

 

To improve this draft the writer could:   
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Reading Literary Text and Punctuating Dialogue 

Reading Literary Text: Use ACTIVE READING Strategies! 

Before you begin reading the literary text which follows, study the tips on “Active Reading” 

strategies, listed below.  Using such strategies will help increase your: 

 literal (“word-for-word”) comprehension of the passage 
 inferring skills (ability to read between the lines of the passage for additional 

information) 
 ability to extend your thinking about the passage, and connect it to the modern-day 

world, or to your own personal experiences. 
 

Active Reading Strategies: 

 

 

 

                                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Question the text: 

Write questions on sticky notes, tab 

lines / pages of the text 

WRITE THEM IN THE MARGINS 
Make a prediction: 

Read the first paragraph and try to 

determine what will happen next… 

WRITE YOUR PREDICTION IN THE MARGIN 

BESIDE PARAGRAPH #1 

 

 

Write 

 

 

Summarize  

key ideas: 
Use a graphic organizer to 
record key points of plot, 

theme, or character 
development in the 

story…  
 

WRITE THEM IN THE WHITE 
SPACE/ EXTRA SPACE ON THE 

PAGE 

Visualize the text: 

Let the words help you create 
images about the characters 
and actions occurring in the 

story… 

KEEP THE PICTURES IN YOUR HEAD  
Monitor & clarify your 

understanding: 
Re-read portions of the text to search 

for important details, and to locate key 
words, literary devices, symbolic 

images, etc. 
USE A CHECKMARK (√) OR A QUESTION MARK (?) 

TO SHOW WHERE YOU UNDERSTOOD AND 
WHERE YOU REREAD TO DOUBLE CHECK THE 

MEANING 
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Punctuation  
 

Punctuation is key to helping readers make sense of the text that they are reading. Here are 

some examples of punctuation marks and their common uses:  

 

Punctuation 
 

Common Uses 
 

Apostrophe 
(‘) 

 

 to show possession (Ali’s boat) 
 to indicate a contraction (don’t; can’t; she’s) 
 to replace missing letters in speech (How is it goin’?) 
 to show the plural of letters or symbols (There are three a’s in 

Saskatchewan) 
 

Colon 
(:) 

 to introduce a list 
 to express time (8:00 a.m.) 

 

Comma 
(,) 

 
 

 between compound sentences 
 when you say someone’s name to address them 
 with words, phrases or clauses that interrupt a sentence 
 between items in a series 
 to set off clauses starting with which 

 

Ellipsis  
(…) 

 can also be used to indicate an unfinished thought or, at the end of a 
sentence, a trailing off into thought and silence  

 a series of dots that usually indicates that something has been left out 
intentionally (words, a section, etc.) 

 calls for a slight pause in speech or any other form of text 

End Punctuation 
 
 

 Exclamation Mark (!) gives emphasis, and expresses surprise, 
delight or alarm 

 Period (.) are used at the end of a sentence or after initials and 
abbreviations 

 Question Mark (?) indicates a direct question or interrogative 
statement.  

 

Parentheses  
() 

 to set off comments or asides in a sentence 
 to insert additional information to clarify meaning 

 

Quotation Marks 
 

(“” ) 
 

 for titles of works that are usually contained within a longer work, 
collection or anthology (i.e. poems) 

 for direct quotations in dialogue 
 in place of italics or underlining to indicate a word that is being defined 

or explained 
 

Semi-Colon 
 

(;) 
 

 to separate two related sentences 
 to separate items in a list when one or more of the items contains a 

comma 
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FEATURES OF GRAPHIC TEXT 

Techniques and 

Signposts 

Purpose and Effect 

font style and size 
Headings are largest, subheadings are medium and text is smallest.  

Thus headings capture the reader’s eye first. Consistency for each of 

these three types is key; an element of script that is not consistent with 

these types would draw the reader’s attention 

 Columns  
 

Organize information so that the reader scans information from top to 

bottom 

 

Rows 

 
 

Organize information so that the reader skims information from side to 

side 

upper left corner Typically contains the most important information because this is 

usually what the reader reads first 

 bullets, also known as 
nuggets / points 

Draw the reader’s attention to a list of special features or examples 

 
Boldface 

Used to highlight specialized terms, key words or words used for the 

first time:  Words in bold allow the reader to skim and scan easily and 

quickly:  Words in bold allow a reader to locate information without 

having to read an entire text 

reversed type White type on a black background provides greater impact than the 

usual black type on a white background 

 
white space 

A picture or a piece of text draws the reader’s attention if it is 

surrounded by white space – the more space surrounding it, the more 

attention it receives 

 

The enlargement of shapes, logos, clip art and pieces of text will draw 

the attention of the reader because of their dominance: To surround a 

large image or block of text with smaller ones, as with word webbing, 

creates a central focus and a sense of balance for the reader  

 

 

These techniques attract the reader’s attention because they are out of 

the ordinary 

Textboxes Organize, separate and differentiate blocks of text 

A chart, graph or table Condenses information to allow for quick reference by the reader 

patterned vs. random layout Arrangement of visual elements in either orderly or abstract fashion can 

either create a soothing or jarring effect on the reader 

Tinting and shading Allow the reader to readily differentiate adjoining boxes or cells 

containing text 

Symmetrical vs.       
asymmetrical. 

The balanced versus imbalanced placement of images on the left versus 

the right sides of a page 

*Asterisks* Alert the reader to view a footnote containing special conditions, 

restrictions, a definition or an explanation of material just read 

   

enlarging 
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How to Read Graphic Texts 

Before Reading: 

 Look over the text to determine what type it is and which elements are used. 

 Examine the titles, headings, captions and images. Start with the title. The title tells you 
what the graphic is about. The captions may also use words and phrases from the text to 
show how the graphic is related to the information in the written text. 

 Recall what you already know about the topic or subject. 

During Reading: 
 

 Read all the labels and examine how they are related to the graphic. Each label has a 
purpose. The most important labels may be in capital letters, bold type, or a larger font. 

 Follow the arrows and lines. They may be used to show movement or direction, or 
connect to the things they name. 

 Look for the use of colour or symbols to emphasize important words and information. 
Some graphical texts have a legend or a key to explain the meaning of specific symbols 
and colours. 

 Study the image carefully. See if you recognize the details in the image. Read the text 
near the picture to find an explanation of the information in the graphic. Use the figure 
number or title and key words to find and read the related information in the written 
text. 

 Identify the relationships among the visuals and information presented. 

After Reading: 
 

 Interpret the information conveyed in any of the graphics (e.g., diagrams, charts, graphs, 
maps). Ask yourself why this information might be important. 

 

 Rephrase information orally or in writing.  Imagine that you are explaining the graphic 
to someone who has not read it.   

 

Adapted from “Think Literacy – Cross-Curricular Approaches Grades 7-12” 
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