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The lessons in this booklet are designed to help you be successful on the

OSSLT. Your teachers will lead you through these practice lessons in your

classes. If you miss a practice session, the lessons can also be completed

independently.

®
e
7 S Good Luck from the Literacy Team!
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Introduction

What is the OSSLT?

The OSSLT is a provincial test of literacy (reading and writing) skills students have acquired by Grade 10.
It is based on the literacy skills expected in The Ontario Curriculum across all subject areas up to the
end of Grade 9.

Administration Date March 26, 2015
X four test booklets: two Question Booklets and
Test Materials :
two corresponding Answer Booklets
Duration 2.5 hours of testing time in total
an Individual Student Report indicating whether
Results
the student was successful or unsuccessful
Reading Writing
Reading * information paragraph Types of * long-writing tasks
selections: (225 to 250 words) writing — news report (one page)
* news report tasks and — series of paragra;')!'fs
(225 to 250 words) questions: expressing an opinion
(two pages)
* dialogue 8
(225 to 250 words) * two short-writing tasks
(six lines each)
* real-life narrative
(550 to 600 words) * multiple-choice questions
; — developing a main idea
* graphic text with supporting details
(fewer than 150 words) — organization of ideas
............................................................. - =gage conventions
Types of * multiple-choice
questions: « open-response
(six lines each)
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Sample Assessment Booklet: New Layout
Booklet 1

Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test (OSSLT) 2015

Follow along as your teacher reads the
instructions:

INSTRUCTIONS

' Check the identification mumbers on the Ouertion and
Anzswer booklets to see that the fmal 12 digits all maich.
If they do not, report the problem fo the teacher in charge.

v  Check the pages of your Question and Answer booklets
to ses that they are in order. If they are not, report the
problem to the teacher in chargs

Note:
You are not permutted o use cellphones, audio- or video-
recording davices, digrtal mmsie players or e-mail or fext

Mo work in this booklet
will be scored.

Continue to follow along as your teacher
reads the directions on the cover of
Answer Booklet 1.

Education Quality and
Bccountability Office

E@®AO
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Managing Multiple Choice Questions

KCSS, 2012 — Adapted from YRDSB OSSLT Materials

Multiple-choice questions consist of three parts:

a stem (which asks a question, poses a problem, or presents an incomplete
sentence)

a number of "distracters" or interesting alternatives

the correct or best answer

Your task is to identify the correct or the best answer from among the given
alternatives.

* When responding to multiple-choice questions, practise the following strategies:

1.

@

10.

11.

12.

Cross out any answers that are obviously wrong. This will reduce your options and make
it easier to select the best answer.

Question options that are totally unfamiliar to you.

Question options that contain negative or absolute words — ie: always, completely, never.
Think carefully about “echo” alternatives. If two alternatives are opposite each other,
chances are one of them is correct. If two alternatives seem correct, compare them for
differences, then refer to the stem to find your best answer.

Read the question carefully and think of an answer before you see your choices. Read
the choices to see if your answer is there. If so, it is probably right. Read the other
answers quickly to be certain.

. If your answer is not one of the choices, read all the choices carefully and start to

eliminate choices.

When you narrow your choices to two, go back and re-read the question, try each answer
with the question to see which one makes most sense.

If the multiple choice questions are based on a reading selection, do not rely on your
memory, especially if you think that more than one answer is a possibility. Re-read part
or all of the reading selection to help you choose.

. If the multiple-choice questions are based on a reading selection and the options are

names, events, dates, or numbers, you must re-read the passage carefully to find the
correct information.

If you are stumped about a word, look at it closely. Are there parts of the word
that you recognize from other words? Use your knowledge of vocabulary to help
you make a good guess about meaning and then go back and re-read to see if the
word you are thinking of fits in this situation. Does it make sense?

Don’t second-guess yourself. If you make an educated guess the first time
around, don’t go back and start changing your answers around.

Keep an eye on the clock to give yourself time to attempt every question.
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Reading Informational Text: Real Life Narrative

Before Reading

e Set a purpose for reading. Ask yourself why you are reading this particular text.

e Look over the text to see which elements appear (such as headings, subheadings, illustrations and
captions, etc.). These are helpful to the process of “making meaning” of the text.

e Examine the titles, headings, and subheadings, and scan for words that stand out.
e Look for words and phrases that might give you clues about how the information is organized.

e Read any overviews, summaries or questions. In a shorter piece, read the opening and concluding
sentences or paragraphs.

e Examine each illustration and read the titles or captions.
¢ Recall what you already know about the topic.

¢ Record some questions you might have about the topic.

During Reading

e Divide the reading task into smaller chunks (chunking the text into paragraphs, chunking sections
by sub-headings, etc.). Read a chunk, pause and think about what you read, and write a brief one-
sentence summary or brief point-form notes to help you remember important and interesting
information.

e Read once quickly, then a couple of more times, slowly. Skim the sections you think will support
your finding of details relevant to the tasks in this section. When you find specific information you
want, highlight it. You may need to reread the passage several times.

e Read the selection, highlight key words and phrases, and jot down thoughts and questions that
occur to you.

After Reading

e Extend your thinking, by making connections to what you already know about the topic. How
does the information you have read add to or alter what you knew about the topic?

e Refer to the text to find evidence to support your response to the text.

Adapted from “Think Literacy — Cross-Curricular Approaches Grades 7-12”
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Section e Reading

Read the selection below and answer the questions in Answer Booklet

Orver 1500 applications from arcund the
world flocd George Lucas’s animation
academy each year (Lucas created the Star
Wars films), but only four applicants are
selected for internships. Randolph Lizarda,
21, from Scarborough, was one of them.

“T'm very excited. I'll be worlong in
the LucasArts division animating video
games, although I don’t know what we 're
working on. They wouldn't tell me—it’s
confidential, ™ Lizarda said on a break from
his Sheridan College class.

As a child, Lizarda liked to draw
cartoons. Now he 15 learming to transfer his
drawing ability to the computer.

“I was into [art] when I was little;
then I got more into it in high school.

In Grade 10, I toock one of those career
surveys to find out where you fit in. [ fit
into the animation industry.” he said.

Lizarda aspires to one day work for
an animation company such as Pixar or
DreamWorks.
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An Animator from Scarborough

“He’s an excellent student,” zaid Dave
Quesnelle. who teaches animation and i=s
one of Lizarda’s professors. Lizarda stood
out after handing in his first assignment, a
10-second action sequence of a moscular
circus performer balancing on a ball before
jumping through a hoop of fire. This clip
was the first segment on the demo reel he
submitted to Lucasfilm.

“T had a really good sense of hus
storytelling. He had the basic principles of
animation [but] it was also comucal And
that’s our job. Anyone can make a picture
move, but to make it entertaining, that’s
the craft of an animator.”™




Section G Reading

ANSWER BOOKLET - PAGE 3

p
Multiple-Choice Questions
Bl What will the focus of Lizarda’s internship be? What do Quesnelle’s quotes indicate about
him?
A films
F Helnows a lot about internships.
B cartoons
C video games G HF{ focpses on techmical aspects of
animation.
D action sequences H He recognizes skill and creativity in his
students.
Which word is closest in meaning to J He suggests interesting storylines to his
“confidential” as used in paragraph 27 students.
F secret
G persomal EH Which paragraph presents information in
chronological order?
H confusing
-
J  professional A pamagraph?
B paragraph 4
El According to Quesnelle, what ability is most C paragraph 3
important for an animator? D paragraph 7
A creating characters
B pleasing an andience
C developing a demo reel
D programming computers
Open-Response Question
hy 15 a good choice 5 1M ? Use C s from the selection to
[ Why is Lizarda a good choice for this internship? Use specific details from the selecti explain
Vour answer.
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OSSLT Tip! Read the header at the top of the page. It states what skill is being evaluated - focus on it!

Sentence Fragments:
Sentences with Missing Parts

Sentence fragments are incomplete sentences because they are missing a
necessary part of the sentence. Sentence fragments often look like regular sentences
because they begin with a capital letter and end with a period. Study the examples below
to see if you can identify the correction needed — what is missing?

Example: Ran like the wind, towards the finish line.
(Who “ran like the wind?” This is a fragment because it is missing the subject of
the sentence.)

Example: By the time Thomas found out how little money he had.
(What happens when “Thomas found out he had little money”? This is a
fragment because it is missing the main action of the sentence.)

s>

Activity: Study the pairs of “sentences” listed below, and identify the one that is a
sentence fragment. Indicate your choice by writing “S” beside the sentence and “F”
beside the fragment. Good luck!

1. Finding a parking space is usually easy during the week.
Driving in the city during the morning rush hour.

2. When Shane borrowed Stephanie’s car Saturday night.
The twenty-year-old looked out of place next to the other students.

3. While living there, he made very few friends.
After he went to all the trouble of fixing up his apartment.

4. By the time Gina found out how expensive the painters would be.
After getting three estimates, she decided to do the painting herself.

5. Because she didn’t want to tell where she had bought that strange dress.
We finally realized that she had sewn the dress on her own.

Your score: / 5
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Section 6 Writing ———>

OSSLT Tip - Even though this is a Multiple Choice Question,
it is focusing on writing skills!

ANSWER BOOKLET - PAGE 7

-
Multiple-Choice Questions
Choose the sentence that does not belong in this Which of the following sentences needs
paragraph. revision?
(1) Traffic is busy on city streets. (2) Cars, (1) The Tri-Town Snow Travellers is a
pedestrians and cyclists mmst share snowmobile club in Ontario. (2) When the
them. (3) Pedestrians often cross the club was formed in 1968, it focuses on
street where it 1s convenient but not teaching safe driving en snowmachines.
abways where it is safe. (4) Tall buildings (3) Since then, it has raised meney to
often line the streets. (%) Navigating city purchase two snow groomers. (4) Now,
streets can be a challenge. club members maintain the snowmobile
trails so that everyone can ride safely.
A zentence 2
B sentence 3 A sentence 1
C sentence 4 B sentence 2
D sentence 5 C sentence 3
D sentence 4
Choose the best place to insert the following
sentence. Which sentence is written correctly?
They were originally chew sticks made . -
from twigs, feathers, bones and even F Icer:lsh.mg._ a_popular gctn:grﬁﬂ
porcupine quilks. northern regions, requires .
(1) The first toothbrush dates back over 3000 G First, you need to drill a hole, in the
years_ (2) In the 1700s, bristled toothbrushes ice on a lake usmg an anger.
began to appear. {3) Today, they come in all H Some avid anglers, nse an ice shack,
shapes, sizes and colours. (4) With so many while waiting for the fish to bite.
choices. it is easy to have good dental hvgiene. o ) _
J  Ice fishing in the north requires patience
F after sentence 1 a stool to sit on and warm winter
G after zentence 2 clothing.
H after sentence 3
J after sentence 4
.
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Section e Writing

ANSWER BOOKLET - PAGE 7

Choose the sentence that is written correctly.
What time is it in Sao Paunlo, Brazil!

Put the wrapper in the recycling bin.

I am so tired that I conld sleep in class?

o o m = [

Will the hockey game be over in an hour.
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ANSWER BOOKLET - PAGE 9

Short Writing Tasks

Writing Task: What do I have to do?

Examine the exemplar question in the textbox below. It is a sample question from a
former OSSLT.

Short Writing Task (Answer in full and correctly written sentences.)

What is the best advice you have ever given to someone? Use specific details to explain your answer.

DO NOT WRITE IN THIS AREA

What information in the question helps us to know how to answer the question?

Y

Highlight or underline key words and useful information.

Don't forget to look at BOTH the instructions and the question.

What does the amount of space provided tell you?

What format should the answer take?

How long should the answer be?

What should the topic be?

Do you need to offer support for your answer? What kind of support?
What can you use from the question to help you to form your answer?
How will you be sure to know what you want to say?

Write YOUR response in the ANSWER BOOKLET pg. 9

V V. V V V V V VYV V
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How is the short writing task marked?

Scoring Guide for Short Writing Topic Development

Section Ill Short Writing

Writing Prompt: What is the best advice you have ever given to someone? Use specific details to
explain your answer.

Code

Description

Blank

nothing written or drawn in the lined space provided

lllegible™®

response is illegible
An illegible response cannot be read.

The response comments on the task (e.g., | don't know.).

Off topic*

response is off-topic or irrelevant to the prompt
A typical off-topic response is not related to the topic of giving advice.

A typical irrelevant response comments on the topic or simply restates the question.

Code 10

response is not developed or is developed with irrelevant ideas and information

The response

o identifies or gives an example of a piece of advice the student has given to someone but
does not provide an explanation for why it was the best

OR

o identifies or gives an example of a piece of advice the student has given to someone but
provides an irrelevant explanation for why it was the best

OR

e provides a general comment about giving advice.

Code 20

response is developed with vague ideas and information; it may contain some
irrelevant ideas and information

The response identifies or gives an example of a piece of advice the student has given to
someone and provides a vague explanation for why it was the best.

The response often requires the reader to make the connection between the support
provided and what is intended to prove.

Code 30

response is developed with clear, specific and relevant ideas and information

The response identifies or gives an example of a piece of advice the student has given to
someone and uses specific and relevant details to clearly explain why it was the best.

From released EQAO Educator Resources WWW.€0a0.com
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http://www.eqao.com/

Sample Answer

What is the best advice you have ever given to someone? Use specific details to explain your answer.

The best advice T have ever given to semeone was
+elling my_sister Jo q#’.’".‘_’} foc a u‘.ob +hat she Jdidn+ 4hinK
she would be gaod at. She is siill working ot +his Job
theee years latec, and s constantly Helling me how
much she loves i+. She fells me _of +he many friends
she hoas made and the pleasuce of g0ing In 4o wock.

Be an OSSLT marker:
1. Istheresponse area left blank?
2. Isthe response legible?

3. Isit on topic? Proof:

4. Are the ideas and information:

a. Clear? Give an example:
b. Specific? Give an example:
c. Relevant? Give an example:

From released EQAO Educator Resources WWW.e(Ja0.com
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section (&) writing

ANSWER BOOKLET - PAGE 10

Short Writing Task

Bl Identify an important environmental issue. Use specific details to explain why it is important.

Do not write in this area.
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INFER THE DETAILS OF THE NEWS REPORT BY CONNECTING
THE HEADLINE AND THE PHOTOGRAPH!

Who is in the photograph?

What is happening in the photograph?

Where and when did the incident or event happen?
Why did the incident or event happen?

Essential Information

Who?

What?
When?
Where?

LEAD
SENTENCE

Why?
How?

Background
Information

Quotations Remember:

» develop the story
based on the
headline and
photograph

» write in the past
tense

» identify key people
and places in the
lead

» write an “attention
grabbing” lead
sentence

» write in short
paragraphs

» maintain a formal
tone
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Scoring Guide for Long Writing Topic Development
Section IV News Report Question 1

Code

Descriptor

Blank

The page is blank with nothing written or drawn in the space provided.

legible

The response is illegible or irrelevant to the prompt.

(1T topic

The response is off topic.

Code 10

The response is related to headline and/or photo but is not & news report.
0OR

The response is a news report related to the headline and/or photo. [t identifies an event,
but provides no supporting details, or provides details that are unrelated to the event. There
is no evidence of organization,

Code 20

The response is related to headline and/or photo but only partly in the form of 2 news
reporl.

OR

The response 15 a news report related to the headline and/or photo, but the focus on an
event is unclear or incongistent, There are msufficient supporting detarls: too few or
repetitious, There is limited evidence of organization,

Code 30

The response is & news report related to the headline and photo with a elear focus on an
event. There are insufficient and/or vague supporting details or the connection of the details
to the event is not always clear. There is evidence of organization, but lapses distract from
the overall communication.

Code 40

The response is a news report related to the headline and photo with a clear and consistent
focus on an event, There are sufficient supporting details, however, only some are specific.
The organization is mechanical and any lapses do not distract from the overall
communication.

Code 50

The response is a news report related to the headline and photo with a elear and consistent
focus on an event, There are sufficient specific supporting details to develop the news
report. The organization 18 logical.

Code 60

17 |Page

The response 15 & news report related to the headline and photo with a ¢lear and consistent
focus on an event, There are sufficient specific supporting details, which are thoughtfully
chosen to develop the news report. The organization is coherent demonstrating & thoughtiul
progression of ideas.




News Report Exemplar

Storm Shuts Down Region

W & nice. auel
#uwn . city ;

a-ri-.:.c. &mgrmdﬁ Cre

leF+ fuck M Ameir

_M '5!3‘ »‘;ﬂﬂk..a
Dwernsld  Somdoll O
Decopber 7% 20l

&g
whebls  —tn_ Jese  Fhae orap arfy, Berc,uc
at  dhe 4o fm-"'__&E_ﬂn--_ﬁ@'nf, ine

dhar vehcls  bagpage! -

:ﬂ:::ﬂr, Sap s | Y Lron  HArs Ejﬂm-#;,r
_shacted, "Wa  bewts aat _Seen Suck e bud
_SY0ctm  SQuace H9"

f“ﬁ* .F"E.'S:LIE;'IT} ! '!'JH H‘-‘"ﬂ Qare

*a ho 4 éﬂuﬂ;lnd'-

o ‘Hhe Aot ooy - cheyy  Decevss 4,
focds  pren's E‘:igﬁfPJ +o he cleored  wntyl

December Ho'" i| et in Fitng Yor
PNew gopes, -

I think this exemplar is a Code

I think this because:

To improve this draft the writer could:
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Section e Writing a News Report

ANSWER BOOKLET - PAGE 13

Students Participate in Important Election

H Task:
Write a news report based on the headline and picture above.

* You will have to make uvp the facts and information to answer some or all of the following
questions: Who? What? Where? When? Why? How?

* You must relate your news report to both the headline and the picture.

Purpose and Audience:
to report on an event for the readers of a newspaper

Length:
The lined space provided in the Answer Booklet for your written work indicates the approximate
length of the writing expected.
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BE AN ACTIVE READER!

PRACTISE THESE COMPREHENSION STRATEGIES AS YOU READ!

CODE FOR COMPREHENSION

*  beside a statement or section of the text you think is important

? beside a statement or section of the text which you find confusing
! beside a statement or section of the text which surprises you

+ beside a statement or section of the text with which you agree

When you have finished reading the selection go back and place
** beside the statement or section of the text you think is the most important

TALK TO THE TEXT or MARK THE TEXT

1. Know what you are looking for as you read. Are you looking for the answer to a
question? Do you need to summarize what you have read? Will you be writing
about something you are reading?

2. Engage in a dialogue with the text by marking it with questions, comments,
observation, etc. as you read

3. Use highlighters, sticky notes, pen or pencil to help you “make meaning” of the text
as you are engaged in the reading

MONITOR YOUR READING AND USE “FIX-UP” STRATEGIES WHEN YOU
GET LOST OR STUCK

When you notice that you have lost the meaning of the reading:

e Go back and reread.

¢ Read ahead to clarify meaning.

o Identify what it is you don’t understand: word, sentence or concept.

o Ifitis a word, read beyond it and see if its meaning is clarified later in the text, or
think about the content so far and predict what word might make sense, If those
approaches don’t work, ask someone what it means or look it up in a dictionary.

e Read to the end of a sentence to provide greater context for decoding single words.

¢ Reread the sentence to double-check understanding of meaning and syntax to help
in decoding words.

SUMMARIZE AS YOU READ

» underline the topic sentence in the introductory paragraph

underline the topic sentence in the rest of the paragraphs

make a point form note in the margin for each paragraph

use these notes to write a summary paragraph of the main idea in the reading

Y V VY
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Section o Reading

Read the selection below and answer the questions in Answer Booklet

Polar bear survival in the wild may be in danger becanse of climate change. Climate
change is lengthening the ice-free period in southwestern Hudson Bay and thus the polar
bear fast. Durng the Arctic spring. the bears build up their fat by eating seals that they
bt from the ice. Warming temperatures are reducing the ice. For the estimated 2000
polar bears in the region, this has serious implications. The sea ice melts completely each
summer, stranding the marine ereatures on land and away from their normal diet of seal
meat. Although many polar bears do consume lots of blueberries and black crowbernies on
land, the bears lose almost a kilogram of weight a day for at least four months and as long
as eight months in the case of pregnant females. Canadian wildlife biologists have been
trying for decades to determune whether polar bears can better endure their months of
fasting on land by eating berries. Biologists in the past have tried using measurements
from mmscle and blood, without suceess. More recently, researchers applied masks to 300
tranguilized bears and gathered samples of their breath They found no significant
differences between bears that had recently eaten berries (detectable from tell-tale stains
on teeth and backsides) and those that hadn’t. Can a berry diet reduce the polar bears’
dependence on their fat reserves? The answer i3 no. Unlike that of the brown bear. polar
bear metabolism cannot extract sufficient energy from berries alone.

Iy @

Ak

15
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Soction () Reading

ANSWER BOOKLET - PAGE 18

™,

Multiple-Choice Questions
Bl What iz the best mesning of “endure™ 2z uzed in | B What iz set off by the comma in the final
line 107 zentence of the zelection?
A start F 2 contrast
B emov 6 =2 definition
C tolerste H items ina hst
D prevent J arepesied detail
B Which option best describes how the B Which of the following iz likely to ocom if the
mfoemation in Ines 4 to 7 is presented? average temperahre contirmes to rize m the
Arctic?
F dwonolomically ) _
E by and o= A The polar bear population will nize.
H 2= 2 problem and solufi B Polar bears will consume less seal meat
J by similarities and dif C Polar bears will spend less time on land
D Polar bearz" dependency on barmes waill
decreaze.
El How did the biologistz determine which bearz
had recently eaten bernes?
B Which iz compared in this selection?
A They tested blood samples.
B They looked for stained testh F blusbemss and crowbemes
C They measmed ther muscles. € tranquilized and awake bears
D They used masks tn capture breath H past and more-crrent research
J  muecle messwements and blood samples
Open-Response Question
HE State 3 mam ides of this selection and provide one specific detzil from the selection that supports it

22| Page



TIPS FOR WRITING A SERIES OF PARAGRAPHS
SUPPORTING AN OPINION
| Before Writing: ‘

» Read the prompt carefully.

» Determine your opinion about the issue.

» Use the Rough Notes to prepare a brief outline of your essay. Make point form notes and
generate specific examples you can use to support your opinion.

During Writing:

» State your opinion clearly in one sentence.
Example Prompt: Should students have homework?

Examples of One Sentence Statement of your opinion:

Students should have homework because doing homework helps students to
learn and to become more responsible.

OR
Students should not have homework because they should have the time and
opportunity to develop other interests such as sports or hobbies.

» Write an introductory paragraph to state your opinion and provide an outline of your
argument.

» Write body paragraphs to develop your argument and support your opinion.

» Refer to your rough notes and introductory paragraph to make sure you stay on topic
and use sufficient, relevant examples to support your opinion.

» Write a concluding paragraph to summarize your opinion and your main arguments.

» Connect sentences and paragraphs with the use of transition words. (Examples: also,
in addition to, secondly, finally, etc.)

After Writing:

» Ensure that you have written in complete sentences, using correct grammar, spelling
and punctuation.
» Reread your essay and check for CUE (outlined below).

Ask yourself these questions:

Coherence — Is my meaning clear?
Can my reader follow my argument?
Unity — Is everything in my essay relevant to my argument?
Is it all on topic?
Emphasis — Have I stated my opinion forcefully?
Have I used language effectively to persuade and convince my
reader?
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Transition or Linking Words

Transition words, when used properly, help readers better understand your work. Your thoughts
and ideas are connected through the use of well-placed transition words. They help to organize
and clarify the sequence or order of your writing.

Consider using some of the following transition words in your responses:

as a result since
consequently therefore
Cause and Effect for this reason moreover

however

in addition

in other words

also however

although like

but on the other hand
Compare and Contrast by contrast similarly

compared with (to)  still

different from yet

even though

again in addition
and in particular
Examples and Emphasis | besides since
for example specifically
for instance such as
to begin with finally
first in conclusion
Order or Sequence then most importantly
secondly next
thirdly lastly
before next
once meanwhile
Relationship of Time now at the same time
during finally
after
later
ahead beside
around beyond
: behind inside
Space/Location below underneath
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Scoring Guide for Long Writing Topic Development
Section Y1 Opinion Question 1

Code Descriptor
Blaml: The pages are blank with nothing written or drawn in the space provided.
Illegible | The response is illegible, or irelevant to the prompd.
Off topic | The response 15 off topic.
The response 15 related to the prompt but does not express an opinion,
Code 10 OR
The response expresses an opinion with no supporting details or provides details
unrefated to the opinion. There (s no evidence of crpanization.
The response is related to the prompt, but only part of the response expresses and
supports an opinion,
Code20 | OR
The response is related to the prompt, and expresses and supports an opinion, but the
opinion is unclear or inconsistent. There are insufficient supporting details: too few or
repetitious, There is limited evidence of orzanization.
The response is related to the prompt and expresses a clear opinion, There are
Code 30 insufficient and/or vague supporting detzils or the connection of the details to the
T opinion is not always clear, There 13 evidence of orpanization, but lapses distract from
the overall communication,
Code 40 The response is related to the prompt. A clear and consistent opinion is developed
-uee with sufficient supporting details, however only some are specific. The organization
is mechanical and any lapses do not distract from the overal] communication.
Code 50 The response is related (o the prompt, A clear and consistent opinion is developed
v with sufficient specific supporting defails. The orgenization is logical,
The response is related (o the assigned prompt, A clear and consistent opinion is
Code 60 g EEE promp ?

developed with sufficient specific supporting details that are thoughtfully chosen, The
organization i5 coherent demonstrating a thoughtful progression of ideas.
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Series of Paragraphs Supporting an Opinion

Exemplar

Is Pﬂﬂl:llnfthn In extracurriculur sctivities an lmportant part of secondary school Ufa?

Eu[i‘.uﬁnﬂm,_ in e ¥agure cular  ockiviles  of i pohadt
_E'aLL,af__&.-_w&w? Sehaah |§£e berouse, T4+ 1§

& w;}: Yo b Dy 'FE“'FJ":'- Ta I."H_uHr Seiene
nc:._.:l_f ﬂ._.m_!_z._r_f- f o be : a st op fun,
aafd i+ Jeffe .1}_9, Ke nfi__gﬂm_m.d_'_._.ﬂf_'fimhjh
' E Ktra L g ialor ackivhi o ale  n  alet  ni
i) ge) buy  af clais ~_a Led I‘:“"'-L.Ir +h, !

Fme. j.* iy also p_ gleal vl Yo
becpme 4 ln ot ey d el L;lh_mi..
el d” ERIA s cpaf i golay - v pend Hhal tgclia
ol Par beeigat: a3 L EMH r *I':fm-l- ey
ok Josd Gn amaling iy o by
Ko and u.uH- o JFn.[l-., F:l-‘.'ﬂ.u e inge
l‘ir-i-?!-..ﬁﬂl-. gol . T + Faj_ﬁ__k;m___p_m,:_b_ﬂ,nj_]_,_
Higud- : }E;\'l-'ru"lﬁrl'l_ : m. A foir B gina g-‘i‘f
¥dre collicalal  acbVibies  ove Mere  1¥ely
dr ﬂ“‘f gud of Muas, Soekiny , end F

_Dﬁh.‘.:&"_._ micSched

I think this exemplar is a Code

I think this because:

To improve this draft the writer could:
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section {(§) Writing a Serios of Paragraphs

ANSWER BOOKLET - PAGE 22

-

Task:
Tte 2 minimum of three paragraphs expressims an opinion on the topic below: Develop your
mzin idea with supporting detailz (proof, facts, examples, etc).

Andience:

an adult who 1= mierested I your opmon

Length:

The hned space provided m the Arswer Booklsf for your wiitten work mdicates the approxmmate
length of the wiriting expected.

Topic:
Is it a good idea for high school students to have a part-time: job?

Do not write in thes area.
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section ({J) Reading

Read the selection below and answer the guestions in Answer Bookia!

A Stunning Comeback to an Elite Sport

The official Ime on Mane-Eve Chamey m the women's high jump read “NH —shorthand
fm"lﬂnfﬁﬂt*—ndmﬂ\'aﬁlﬁngduimﬁ:nﬁtanaﬂﬂdnnhmh'mﬂ

For some athletes at the Canadian track and field
championshipe m Auspst 2010, a troomphant
retum meant posims fast times after a slow
season For Chamey, it meant retumins to elite
competifion after 2 nine-year battle with kndney
diseaze. Three years ago, she was unable to walk
and even lacked the sirencth to wash her ham.

As a 14-year-old, Chainey would often travel 820 kilometres from Kapusl=sins to
Toronto to fram under coach Gary Lubm at York University. At 18, Chamey went to
Spam to learn the lancusee and confimne her hich-jump tramng. While there, she became
=0 dizzy she had o be hospitalized That's when she got the news: Her lndneys were no
lonzer woakang. She hasn't known hife without dialy=is smee.

Healthy kidneys filter waste products from the blood. In dialyziz fresiment. a machme
cleans the blood at regular mtervals. for example, three times a week Chamey has been
uzmng nochmnal dialysis, which works whale she sleeps.

Smnce her ongmal diaonosis. Chamey has had to overcome four relapses and coumfless
other obstacles, melndme some blind for two months. She was told over and over she’d
never Jump agam becanse her muscles were foo damased But for Chamey, jompmg 1=
like breathins

“From when I got mick the goal that ] had was to just be back jumpns ™ she said
“Jumpme was basically my happy place. Even now more s0. Because I'm zick and there’s
s0 much gomg on, when I go to ngh jump, I don't think about anythng else than just
high jump and emjoyme it It iz definitely mry getaway. I feel normal becanse I don™t have
to thmk about anything else ™

S0 on the eve of the national championships. the 27-year-old was not about to be determed
by a difficult mght of dialyzmiz. “T'm very stubbom, I'm very hard headed .. I just had to
find 2 way that I would be able fo jump, no matter what ™
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Chamey certamly felt jitters at the
championships; her hands wouldn't stop
didn’t clear the starting hessht of 1.50
metres. which she had managed to get over
I practice. Still. you'd be hard pressed to
find a happier last-place fimisher anywhere.
“Just bemg out there, especially when they Imed us up and they miroduced us to the
crowd, it was 2 special moment that I'll always remember.” she said “T didn’t feel
comfortable at first becanse I didn’t feel I belonged But although I didn’t get a height.

I still feel I belonged there._ It felt awesome just o have the opportunity and expenence
this™

Chainey says lndney disease has cured her of her perfectiomsm “T've always beena
straight A student always done well In sports and piano.”™ she said “So when I got sack.
my life wasn't perfect anymore. I had to leam how to live with what you have, that I had
Iimits That was a very good lesson for me, to know that things aren’t always perfect but
you can still make the best of it ™

Lubin 1s not surpnised by her determination “She used to come down from Kapuskasins
2 12-hour tram nide _. in order to fram. When I talk to my athletes about dedication.

I say, “DonttellmevonmﬁunBulmeknYouthnkt!ﬂsfa”I-hwaboﬁ

Kapuskasing?” This 1s the type of person she 15
There are comebacks. and there are comebacks.
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section {{J) Reading (continued)

ANSWER BOOKLET - PAGE 28

Mulitiple-Choice Questions
Bl There was Chamey lving when she was Bl What i= the purpose of the dashes n
diacnosed wath lndney disease? parazraph 17
A Spam F to set off an explanahion
B Toromto 6 to replace quotabion marks
C Bulinston H to mdicate a change mn topic
D Eapuslzsms J o separate an idea and an example
B Ezly on, how did Chainey demonstrate her B Why i= parasraph 5 important to the
dedication to high jumpme? selection?
F  She went to Kapuskeeme to tram A Ttreveals Chamey’s determination
competifrvely P T — ey
& She competed at the Canadhian frack o
and field chammicnshi C It proves that Chamey should not
H She competed even though she - e .
R received dialysix focabaenl D It explamns why high jumpmg 1= an elite
J  She frequently travelled long distances
to tram at York University.
i B Which word is closest iIn meanimg fo
“deterred” as used m paragraph 77
El How i= the information in paracraphs 1 to 3
organized? F =stopped
A present to past 6 pumshed
B cause and effect H confmed
C similarities and dif J exhansted
D more mportant to less important
-
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section {{J) Reading

ANSWER BOOKLET - PAGE 28

A

= E g ™M

Bl What impact did kidney disease have on

Chamey?
Chamey became diszatisfied with
amything less than a wn

Chamey stopped u=me jumpng as an
escape from her troubles

Chamey valned her fellow competifors
25 ENCOWaFIng supporters.

Chamey no lonser expecied to be
flawles: m what she atternpted

Why was Chamey zahsfied with her fimsh at
She had jumped her personal best

She had met her coach’s expectahions

She had defeated her closest competiior
She had retumed to the sport she

emjoyed

El What idea connects the introductory
paragraph to the conclosion?

A Chamey iz a champion hich jomper.

B Chamey’s last place finizh 1z a vactory.

C Chamey’s lndney diseaze is a omable
llness.

D Chamey has quahfied for the nahonal
championships.
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Reading Literary Text and Punctuating Dialogue

Reading Literary Text: Use ACTIVE READING Strategies!

Before you begin reading the literary text which follows, study the tips on “Active Reading”
strategies, listed below. Using such strategies will help increase your:

+ literal (“word-for-word”) comprehension of the passage

+ inferring skills (ability to read between the lines of the passage for additional
information)

+ ability to extend your thinking about the passage, and connect it to the modern-day
world, or to your own personal experiences.

Active Reading Strategies:

Question the text:

Write questions on sticky notes, tab
lines / pages of the text

Make a prediction:
WRITE THEM IN THE MARGINS

Read the first paragraph and try to
determine what will happen next...

WRITE YOUR PREDICTION IN THE MARGIN
BESIDE PARAGRAPH #1

Summarize

key ideas:

Use a graphic organizer to
record key points of plot,
theme, or character
development in the
story...

Visualize the text:

WRITE THEM IN THE WHITE

Let the words help you create
images about the characters
and actions occurring in the

story...

Monitor & clarify your

understanding:
Re-read portions of the text to search
for important details, and to locate key
words, literary devices, symbolic

images, etc.

USE A CHECKMARK (V) OR A QUESTION MARK (?)
TO SHOW WHERE YOU UNDERSTOOD AND
WHERE YOU REREAD TO DOUBLE CHECK THE
MEANING

KEEP THE PICTURES IN YOUR HEAD ©
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Punctuation

Punctuation is key to helping readers make sense of the text that they are reading. Here are
some examples of punctuation marks and their common uses:

Punctuation Common Uses
% to show possession (Ali’s boat)
Apostroph % to indicate a contraction (don’t; can’t; she’s)
pos(‘r)op ¢ % to replace missing letters in speech (How is it goin’?)
% to show the plural of letters or symbols (There are three a’s in
Saskatchewan)
Colon % to introduce a list
o) % to express time (8:00 a.m.)
% between compound sentences
Comma % when you say someone’s name to address them
() % with words, phrases or clauses that interrupt a sentence
% between items in a series
% to set off clauses starting with which
% can also be used to indicate an unfinished thought or, at the end of a
Ellipsi sentence, a trailing off into thought and silence
(1p)s 18 % aseries of dots that usually indicates that something has been left out

intentionally (words, a section, etc.)
calls for a slight pause in speech or any other form of text

End Punctuation

Exclamation Mark (!) gives emphasis, and expresses surprise,
delight or alarm

Period (.) are used at the end of a sentence or after initials and
abbreviations

Question Mark (?) indicates a direct question or interrogative
statement.

Parentheses

0

&

to set off comments or asides in a sentence
to insert additional information to clarify meaning

Quotation Marks

*7)

for titles of works that are usually contained within a longer work,
collection or anthology (i.e. poems)

for direct quotations in dialogue

in place of italics or underlining to indicate a word that is being defined
or explained

Semi-Colon

G)

to separate two related sentences
to separate items in a list when one or more of the items contains a
comma

33| Page




section () Reading

Read the selection below and answer the questions in Answer Booklel

“I= tomomow the big day”" asked Harmas Her father
was lost m thousht “Dad™

“Sory.” Gary mnapped out of his revenie. *T can't
foces. Naves, [ guess™

“Dion’t be nervonz. ™ said Hanna . “You're a fantastic
chefl™

“Thank=_ [i's not the cookong that I'm womed
about—it’s the pace. Go! Huwrmy!" People yellms ...
getiing annoved ™

Harma could see his amoety. “But we have given you lots of practice dealine with
mmpatient noisy people.” she zaid “Vou have an advantage over the 20-vear-old
apprenfices! They havent been coolong for five knds for 18 years™

“Tre.” ackmowledeed Gemy. “Tt's just scary trying a new caresr at 44, even with the help
from the Second Career program ™

“Remember the meht befiore [ started that hfeopardine job? 1 was a wredk, and you and
Mom gave me sreat advice ™

“What™

“Take a deep breath.™ she replied “Go for a walk ™

Gemry exhaled londly. “That helps. Any other tips™

“You distracted me with a fimmny story—emember your 1ab pariner who nsed salt mstead
of sugar™

“Poor Steve.” recalled Genry, dmckding “1.ef"s hope [ don’t make mistakes like that!™
“You won't"™ sa1d Hanns reassornely. “And Mom susgested thet [ visushize the end

of my first day. Pichore vourself cleanins your station after your shift and mmasme the
feeling of accomplrshment ™

Gemry closed his eyes and swished iz hands out n front of lom wipmg an

They urst out lanshine. “Feelne of rehef or mayhe exhan=tion ™ added Gerry.

“Forget visnalization, how about that walk™

LLi}

m

2

1=

14

L]
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section () Reading

ANSWER BOOKLET - PAGE 30-31

-

Multiple-Choice Questions

Bl What would be the most appropriste title for Bl How does Gerry feel when he exhales
this selechion? loudly m paragraph 107

A ANew Start F Heisbegmnmng to relax.

B A Chefs Special & Heis exhansted with worry.

C Father Knows Best H He iz impatient with his children

D Prachice Makes Perfect J He = mniated to recerve so much advice.

B What is mdicated by the smsle quotahion B In wiuch parasraph iz a general idea supporied
mark= m paracraph 4 aromnd “Go! Hury ™7 wath specific mftrmation?

F Gemry iz tzllons to hmself A paragsraph 3

& Two people are tallking at the same time. B paragsraph 9

H Gemy i= speaking someone elze’s words. C paragraph 11

J  The words are thoushis, not comversation D parazraph 14

E What does Harms mesn when she says T
was 2 wreck™ (parazraph T)7

She was exhausted from lifecparding
She feared starting a new lifeguarding job.
She was mjured while she was on the job.

She needed help from the Second
Career program.

=2 o @m =

Open-Response Questions

B Does Gerry believe that Hanna's suggestions will help him? Use specific details from the selection to
support VOUr answer.

B What does this selection show zbout Gerry and Hanna's relationship? Use specific detsils from the
zelection to explam your answer.

A
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Techniques and
Signposts

font style and S|ze

FEATURES OF GRAPHIC TEXT

Purpose and Effect

Headings are largest, subheadings are medium and text is smallest.
Thus headings capture the reader’s eye first. Consistency for each of
these three types is key; an element of script that is not consistent with
these types would draw the reader’s attention

| | Columns | | | Organize information so that the reader scans information from top to
bottom
- Organize information so that the reader skims information from side to
ows

side

upper left corner

Typically contains the most important information because this is
usually what the reader reads first

O bullets, also known as
nuggets / points

Draw the reader’s attention to a list of special features or examples

Boldface

Used to highlight specialized terms, key words or words used for the
first time: Words in bold allow the reader to skim and scan easily and
quickly: Words in bold allow a reader to locate information without
having to read an entire text

White type on a black background provides greater impact than the
usual black type on a white background

white space

A picture or a piece of text draws the reader’s attention if it is
surrounded by white space — the more space surrounding it, the more
attention it receives

enlarging >

The enlargement of shapes, logos, clip art and pieces of text will draw
the attention of the reader because of their dominance: To surround a
large image or block of text with smaller ones, as with word webbing,
creates a central focus and a sense of balance for the reader

«ilting and curvin,

These techniques attract the reader’s attention because they are out of
the ordinary

Textboxes

Organize, separate and differentiate blocks of text

A chart, graph or table

Condenses information to allow for quick reference by the reader

patterned vs. random layout

Arrangement of visual elements in either orderly or abstract fashion can
either create a soothing or jarring effect on the reader

Tinting and shading

Allow the reader to readily differentiate adjoining boxes or cells
containing text

Symmetrical vs.
asymmetrical.

The balanced versus imbalanced placement of images on the left versus
the right sides of a page

*Asterisks*

Alert the reader to view a footnote containing special conditions,
restrictions, a definition or an explanation of material just read
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How to Read Graphic Texts

| Before Reading:

v Look over the text to determine what type it is and which elements are used.

v Examine the titles, headings, captions and images. Start with the title. The title tells you
what the graphic is about. The captions may also use words and phrases from the text to
show how the graphic is related to the information in the written text.

v Recall what you already know about the topic or subject.

During Reading:

v" Read all the labels and examine how they are related to the graphic. Each label has a
purpose. The most important labels may be in capital letters, bold type, or a larger font.

v" Follow the arrows and lines. They may be used to show movement or direction, or
connect to the things they name.

v Look for the use of colour or symbols to emphasize important words and information.
Some graphical texts have a legend or a key to explain the meaning of specific symbols
and colours.

v Study the image carefully. See if you recognize the details in the image. Read the text
near the picture to find an explanation of the information in the graphic. Use the figure
number or title and key words to find and read the related information in the written
text.

v" Identify the relationships among the visuals and information presented.

| After Reading:

v" Interpret the information conveyed in any of the graphics (e.g., diagrams, charts, graphs,
maps). Ask yourself why this information might be important.

v" Rephrase information orally or in writing. Imagine that you are explaining the graphic
to someone who has not read it.

Adapted from “Think Literacy — Cross-Curricular Approaches Grades 7-12”
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Section XI: Reading

Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test

Read the selection below and answer the questions that follow it.

Canada’s Recreational Fish Tale

The recreational fishing industry in Canada, which contributes
billions of dollars each year to the economy, relies on healthy
freshwater ecosystems. Studies done every five years
by Fisheries and Oceans Canada show that, while the
number of anglers (people who fish) has dropped
dramatically, fishing-related spending has

remained relatively steady. Here’s a look at

recent statistics.
Total number of anglers Total fish caught and retained Direct fishing-related
Shown in millions of resident Shown in millions of fish expenditures*

and non-resident anglers Shown in billions of doflars

Retained

1985 1990 1995 2000 1985 1990 1995 2000 1985 1990 1995 2000

*Direct fishing-related expenditures include food and ladging, transportation, fishing services and fishing supplies.

Why are anglers releasing so many more fish?

In 1985, anglers released fewer than 38% of all fish they caught. By 2000,
that number had climbed to 64%. In part, this is because many recreational
anglers have adopted the “catch and release™ approach to fishing. By using
barbless hooks and carefully releasing fish, they help to ensure the continued
sustainability of Canada’s recreational fishing industry.

Barbless hook

Source: "Canada's recreational fish tale," http://www ec.gc calwater/images/info/facts/e-Canada_recreational_fishing.htm. © Environment
Canada, 2004. Reproduced with the permission of the Minister of Public Works and Government Services Canada, 2008.
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Canada’s Recreational Fish Tale: Answer Key ( Yidicates correct answer)

Skim and Scan:
Go back to the text
and locate the
paragraph whera
barbless hooks are
mentiened, "h", "c"
and “d” can fairly
easily be ruled out
as the angler is nat
kesping the fish

Re-road: review
tha graphs, they
provide & good
visual reference
Nata that the first
wo graphs show
a decreasing
trend, tharafore
“b" and *d" can
be ruled out as
thay suggast an
increasa, The
thirel graph
indicates the
dallars spent has
been consistent.
Therefore a drop
in spending
suggest by "¢’ is

at does the increasing use of barbless
& suggest about anglers?

They want to help maintain fish
populations,

They want to retain as many fish as
possible.

They want to make a lot of money
selling fish.

They wani to make sure the fish are
securely hooked.

the trends shown in the graphs conlinue,
hat is a logical prediction?

flhe number of fish canght decreases,

The number of anglers rises to 1985
levels.

¢ In 2005, anglers spend less than one

billion dollars on fishing,
d In 2005, the number of retained fish
reaches 150 million.
hat is the purpose of the asterisk (*) beside
hirect fishing-related expenditures™?
a 1o direct the reader to the graph

b to indicate the importance of the

Incarract if the
trends continuas.
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section

¢ o connect the heading o other
information -f_‘r

d  to emphasize the amount of fishing-
related expenditures

Which part of the selection relates most el

to the final paragraph? Re-read: The
. final paragraph
a the introductory paragraph 1o determine
s y ” what |s
b the “Total number of anglers” graph mentiansd,
¢ the “Total fish caught and retained" L"" mayﬂr::ed
re-read the
graph 'iﬁ? introductory
dthe “Direct fishing-related expendity — paragragh as
graph wall just o rule
it out,

B What is the meaning ol “adopted” as used i
the final paragraph?

8 used —
) Skim and Scan: Locate the word
b noticed "adopted” Re-read: Read the surounding
) text as needad to find a contaxt far the term
¢ suggested | o onteq". Read the text again substituting
d abandone the options in place of “adopled” and see

which makes the most sensa,

B Which part of the
recreational fishing industry contributes to
the economy?

a  the piclure of the angler
b the “Total number of anglers™ graph

¢ the “Towl fish caught and retained”
graph

d the “Direet fishing-related expenditures™
graph

—
Access Prior Knowledge: Identify what the term
“eeonomy” refers to (money which is spent by
individuals and goes in some portion to support the
country's finances). Re-read: Review the suggested
parts of the selection and determine which relates to

Re-read: locate any asterisks (there are only 2).
Read the headings and information associated
with the asterisks and see how they relate,

the idea of spending maney,




section (I Reading

Read the selection below and answer the guestions in Answer Bookiael

Canada’s Forests

Canada s the world"s leading exporter of softwood umber, panels, pulp and newsprint, and the thind Ergest
exporter of printing and writing paper. Canada’s forest management includes sustanable hanvesting of forests,
replanting of harvested areas and fracking threats o forests, including damage due o fires.

Ontario’s forest industry contributes substantially to
the provincial economy. The three major seciors of
fthe forest industry in Ontarnio are represanted in the
pie graphs below.

IREVEWURE PR DNTARIDS WALES ANID) AL ARSES: IN HEW INVESTMENTS N
FOREST-NDUS TRY - SUANURAL TURET G000 ONTARID'S FOREST INDUSTRY  ONTARS)'™S FOREST INDUSTRY
5445 e [2008) 5373 bellecn (2005
— 1Me 8% —
il HEEE e

o
SHESE
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section () Reading

ANSWER BOOKLET - PAGE 28
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Multiple-Choice Questions

What word iz closest in meaning to

“exporter” mmadmﬂ::pamma;ﬂ:helm
the title?

mvestor
purchaser
diztbwutor
mEnEchyer

Why = abaraq:ha;qxc;nﬂefu’ﬂ:eﬁnst

How i the “Canada’s Forest Manasement™
graph organized?

by degree of mccess

by size of production

by changes over tmme

by zeographuc locanion

What was true about British Columbis"s
forest manscement m 200820097

Lesz area was bumed than planted

hiore area was bumned than planted

Less area was planted then harvested
Wlore area was harvesied then omed

H VWhat iz an acourate conclusion that can be

A

dravan from the mfcrmation m the pie charts?

Wood product mammfscimme senerated
the largest percentare of revenme but the
smallest percentace of wazes m 2008.

The percentases of reverme and those
of wazes and salanes from the major
sectors of Ontanio’s forest mdustry were
similar m 2008.

The =mallest amount of money was
invested in forestry and logzing in 2009,
even thoush that zsector cenerated the
]amestmmm of revenme in 2008.

What conclhezion can be supported by
nfiwrnation m this selection?

The forest manasement of each rezion
OF [ROVIDCE 13 Tgne.

It 1= hkely that Alberta’s fowest mdus=try
iz similar to that of Ontario.

The pie chariz susgest that fovestry and
logzme n Ontano = the most profitable
sector
hamttoha’s forest mdnsiry defermimes
Canada’s mternational position as an
expozter of forest products.
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